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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kawano (US 2002/0006090). 

Kawano discloses the invention as claimed. Figs. 1-27 show the optical head 
having: the object lens (2, 102, 202 etc.) which condenses light beams onto a recording 
surface of an information recording medium or the like which records information; a lens 
holder (1 , 101 , 201 etc.) which holds the object lens so as to be movable in an optical 
axis direction of the object lens and a direction parallel with the recording surface of the 
information recording medium; the magnet (5, 105, 205 etc.) which can provide a 
magnetic field having a predetermined polarity; the flat coil (3,103, 203 etc.) which has 
a conductor composed of a metal pattern and formed into a coil shape on a sheet 
medium at a predetermined position of the lens holder and which generates a force in 
accordance with the magnetic field in order to move the lens holder at least in one of 
the optical axis direction and the direction parallel with the recording surface (see Fig. 
11, 12, 18, 22, and section [0074] ; and the support member (6, 106, 206 etc.) which 
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supports the lens holder so as to be movable in predetermined directions, as set forth 
in claims 1-16. 

The reference further teaches: the flat coil is formed by laminating a plurality of 
sheets (see section [0074], lines 5-6), as set forth in claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 1 1 , 13, 14 and 16; 
the first and second patterns (103f and 103tr) which generates thrust in a first and 
second directions, as set forth in claims 3, 7 and 12; and the third pattern (103ti) which 
generate a third thrust, as set forth in claims 5 and 9. See also the description of the 
figures and apparatus for further details relating to the limitations as set forth in the 
claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kasuga et al. (5,541,898) and Izuka (5,555,228), both disclose and optical 
apparatus having an optical head including a sheet coil magnet for tracking and 
focusing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MUHAMMAD N. EDUN whose telephone number is 
571-272-7617. The examiner can normally be reached on FLEXITIME. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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